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INTRODUCTION

1. The medieval period in India began from the eighth century and continued till eighteenth century.
2. The medieval period spread across many centuries, it was divided into two phases-- The early medieval period
and the late medieval period.
3. India has so many different names because in the past it has been ruled and governed by many different rulers
who have come from different regions of the world. Different names came up in the different periods of the Indian
history.
4.Minhaj-i-Siraj used the term ‘Hindustan’ to describe Punjab, Haryana, and the lands between the Ganga and
Yamuna.
5. The medieval period began with the struggles between the Palas, Pratiharas, and the Rashtrakutas. During the
medieval period two great empires emerged - the Delhi Sultanate and theMughal Empire.
6. Historians use literary and archaeological sources to reconstruct the history of medieval period in India.
7. During the medieval period, literary texts were written by hand. The practice of making copies of existing texts
was also prevalent during the medieval period.
8. The literature available for medieval period includes Chronicles,account of foreign travellers, court records and
teaching of various religious leaders.
9. A factual record of events of detail is known as a chronicle.
10. Al-Beruni and Ibn Battuta were two foreign travellers. Al-Beruni wrote Tahqiq-i-Hind or An Enquiry into
India and Ibn Battuta wrote about the reign of Muhammad bin Tughlaq.
11. The archaeological sources for the medieval period include inscriptions, coins, monuments, sculptures, and
paintings.
12. Inscriptions are pieces of information that have been engraved on large rocks or large rocks or metal surface.
13. Paintings of the medieval period revolved around court scenes, mythology, and kings and their queens.
14. The study of coins is known as numismatics.
15. Coins are very valuable sources to reconstruct history as they provide information about the economic
conditions during a particular phase.
16. The architecture of the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire reflects a unique blend of Indo-Islamic
influences.



Question andAnswers

D. Answer the questions in brief.

Q1.Which region of India was described as Hindustan by Minhaj - i - siraj ?

Ans: Persian historian Minhaj-i-Siraj used the term ‘Hindustan’ to describe Punjab, Haryana, and the lands
between the Ganga and Yamuna.

Q2. What is epigraphy ?

Ans:The study of inscriptions is known as epigraphy.

Q3. What is chronicle ?

Ans: A factual record of events of detail is known as a chronicle.

Q4.Name two foreign travellers and their accounts on India.

Ans: Al-Beruni and Ibn Battuta were two foreign travellers.

i. Al-Beruni wrote Tahqiq-i-Hind or An Enquiry into India.

ii. Ibn Battuta wrote about the reign of Muhammad bin Tughlaq.

Q5.Name two religious movement that originated during the medieval period.

Ans.The Sufi Movement and the Bhakti Movement are the two religious movements that originated during the
medieval period.



E. Answer the questions in detail.

Q1. What are the limitations of the literary sources that are available for the medieval period of Indian
history ?

Ans: The limitations of the literary sources that are available for the medieval period of Indian history are
i. Many of the writings were accounts that revolved around the emperor’s court and life. Very little or no

references can be found for the common people.

ii. During the medieval period, literary texts were written by hand. The practice of making copies of existing
texts was also prevalent during the medieval period.

iii. These copies were also handwritten. Sometimes while copying the original text, the writer would make
certain additions or deletions in the text.

iv. Over a period, these changes became more prominent and, in some cases, changed the meaning of the original
text.

Q2. With the help of an example, briefly explain the relevance of coins as an archaeological source to
reconstruct medieval history ?

Ans: i. Coins are very valuable sources to reconstruct history as they provide information about the economic
conditions during a particular phase.

ii. The engravings on the coins provide us with information about the rulers and of events that had cultural and
religious relevance—events that were considered important enough that coins were issued to mark the occasion.

iii. The coins of one ruler found in a distant land also suggested the trade contacts one kingdom might have had
with another kingdom.

Q3.Why do you think India has so many different names? Give reasons.

Ans: i. India has so many different names because in the past it has been ruled and governed by many different
rulers who have come from different regions of the world.

ii.However, one unique thing about the names that have been used to describe our country is the fact that they
have all been derived from the Indus River, which runs through Pakistan, Jammu and Kashmir in India, and the
western part of Tibet.

iii.Different names came up in the different periods of the Indian history.
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